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Two Mideast hotels score
special awards as world’s best
hotels honored

with Michelin Keys in Paris

Atlantis The Royal in Dubai won the Architecture and Design Award. (Supplied)
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PARIS: Known [or awarding coveled slars o reslauranls around
the world, the Michelin Guide also operales the Michelin Key
Seleclion recognizing holels, the lalesl awardees ol which were
named al a gala evenl in Paris on Wednesday with two hotlels [rom
Lhe MENA region scoring special awards.

The organizers handed oul [our prizes [or excellence in specilic
areas, including an Archileclure and Design Award. Wellness
Award, Local Galeway Award — [or holels thal ofler guesls
immersive conneclions o their surroundings — and the year’s
Besl New Opening Award.

Nominations [or the [our awards were unveiled over Lthe past [ew
months, with hotels [rom the Middle East making the cul.

La Fiermonlina Ocean, Morocco was nominaled [or the Local
Galeway Award [or ils *aulhenlic access Lo rural Moroccan lile;
Allanlis The Roval in Dubai was nominaled [or the Archileclure
and Desiegn Award [or ils “slacked geomelry redelining Dubai’s
skvline; and Shebara Resorl in Saudi Arabia was nominaled in the
same calegory [or ils “[uturistic chrome pearls camoullaged by
Lhe Red Sea.”

On Wednesday night, La Fiermontina Ocean in Morocco scored
Lhe Local Galewav Award and Allanlis The Roval in Dubai nabbed
Lhe Archileclure and Design Award.

The vear’s Besl New Opening Award wenl Lo The Burman Holel,
Eslonia, and the Wellness Award wenl Lo Biirgenslock Resorl
Swilzerland.

Introduced over Lhe pasl vear in 15 counlries across North
America, Europe and Asia, the awards ceremony [or the [irst-ever
elobal list Look place al the Musee des Arls Decoralils in the
French capilal.



The candidatles were assessed by Michelin Guide inspeclors
based on [ive crileria: excellence in interior desiegn and
archilecture; qualily and consislency in service, comlforl and
mainlenance; consistency belween the level ol experience and
Lhe price paid; unigueness. personalily and authenlicily; and
whether the holel was a galeway Lo a deslinalion.

Like Michelin stlars, the keys are awarded in line with a three-lier
svslem.

One key signifies “a very special stay,” according Lo Lthe zuide.
This is awarded Lo properties thal *may break the mold. ofler
something different, or simply be one ol Lthe besl ol ils Lype.
Service alwavs goes Lhe exlra mile and provides significantly
more Lhan similarly priced establishmenls.”

Two keys are awarded Lo properties thal provide “an exceplional
slay ... where a memorable experience is always guaranleed.”
These hotels also boasl “characler, personalily and charm that’s
operaled with obvious pride and considerable care ... eve-
calching design or archilecture and a real sense ol the locale
make this an exceplional place Lo slay.”

Three keys indicale an extraordinary stay, according Lo the guide.

“IU’s all aboul astonishmenl and indulgence here — this is Lthe
ultimale in comlorl and service, slyle and elegance. Il is one ol
Lhe world’s mosl remarkable and extraordinary hotels and a
destination for that trip of a lifetime. All the elemenlts of Lruly
ereal hospilalily are here Lo ensure any stay will live long in the
memory and hearls of Lravelers.”
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