NITWIN AFHD O LEOdHIY 3LYARD NIDSY IvAIEHY 3HL

e
QL
SOy
==
e
HW
H
o
<

ISSUE NO. 2 / 2024



0 Bl B w5

A holiday in Puglia is a refreshingly low-key affair,
where highlights of a trip may include visiting sleepy
hilltop villages, lounging by the sea at a stylish beach
club or enjoying an olive oil tasting at a local masseria
(traditional fortified farmhouse). This itinerary will
take travelers from art-filled Lecce, famed for its
baroque architecture, to Bari, Puglia’s gritty but
fascinating industrial port city. With Lecce as your
base, you'll take day trips to the southernmost point
in Puglia, then move north to relax on Adriatic
beaches, stay overnight in charming Ostuni and
explore the ancient village of Alberobello, recognized
by UNESCO for its mortarless houses, called trulli.

GLANPAGLO ANTONUCCH/ UNSPLASH

Opposite: Polignano a Mare
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3 NIGHTS

LECCE

Puglia is best explored by car; you can arrange a driver through
our Travel Office (dealing with Italian traffic isn't necessarily

conducive to relaxation),

STAY From Rome, vou can fly directly to the small airportin
Brindisi, about halfway down the "heel” of ltaly. From there, it's
a short drive to the baroque city of Lecee, Puglia’s crown jewel.

Less than an hour from the airport, La Fiermontina Palazzo
Bozzi Corso stands behind an unmarked door on a narrow street
in the heart of the city. Check into ane of the hotel's Deluxe
Suites, named for the owners' illustrious friends and famaly.

DINE Reserve atable at Primo, a sophisticated one-star
restaurant in a minimalist setting offering a tasting menu
highlighting the region’s fresh produce and specialties, like
tomatoes, eggplant and burrata, along with fine Pugliese wines
from small-seale producers. The small tewns and countryside
surrounding the eity are also home to restaurants that merit
making aspecial trip. Bros' Trattoria, helmed by the chefs
behind the Michelin-starred Bros, serves simple and comforting PUGLIA
dishes in a romantic farm setting. For lunch by the sea, Lo Scalo

has tables perched above a rocky coastline. Since 1968, the i <2
restaurant has served refined dishes made with fresh local fish 5’
and lobster. [ T _ BARI
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EXPLORE Whilein Lecce, give yourself at least two full days " ___—— OSTUNI
to explore the city, marveling at architectural wonders such as g 6 S BRINDIS)

the Basilica of the Holy Cross and the Piazza del Duomo, where . R - LECCE
you'll discover elaborately carved limestone fagades. The city is I r j\ L Y ¢

also home to an excavated Roman amphitheater that lies beneath L

Piazza Sant'Oronzo, the city's main square. Lecee’s winding L

streets are lined with local boutiques and restaurants. After a

day of exploring, take a relaxing afternoon break at the famous

Caffé Alvino, where you can sip coffee and snack on pastieciottso,

an indulgent pastry filled with vanilla eustard, In the evenings,

return to Palazzo Bozzi Corso for apertive hour on the roof and

watch the sunset behind the towers and rooftops of the city.

Clackwise from top left: Breakfast tarrace and entry hall,
La Fisrmontina Palazzs Bozzi Corzo; parmigiana with
eggplant, tomatess, basil and burnt wheat bechamal,
Primo: and Basilica of the Holy Crass, Lacee
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