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Shops and markets –

Silente sells loose linen dresses and other flowing creations by the Leccese designer
Francesca Iaconisi.

Finely sewn embroidery, fringes and filigree decorate the chic womens̓ fashions at Ijo
Design.

Milè bursts with vintage Italian designer clothing and accessories for both sexes.

The indoor Mercatino Porta Rudiae houses stands selling local wines, cheeses,
charcuterie, pasta, fruits, vegetables and grilled meats.

Where to stay –

La Fiermontina Palazzo Bozzi Corso occupies a majestic 18th-century edifice with a
garden, private rooftop bar, artwork-filled salon and games parlor with a chess board
and card table. The 10 rooms mix white marble, parquet floors, Moroccan carpets and
original art. Rooms from 391 euros, or about $445.

The elegant Palazzo Zimara opened two years ago in a 1500s mansion. In addition to
16 airy, uncluttered rooms, the hotel features a bar-restaurant serving wines from the
proprietors  ̓own vineyards. Rooms from €241.

A five-minute walk from the Centro Storico s̓ walls, Glass House is a modern hotel with
20 angular, minimalist rooms and a rare bonus: parking spots. Rooms from €89.

Short-term rentals, many of them in centuries-old buildings, abound in the Centro
Storico.

Getting around –

Youʼll rarely need to leave the Centro Storico, whose compact size and stone-paved
streets are perfect for walking. To travel farther afield, Lecce operates a bus network
(tickets purchased on board cost €1.50) and a taxi-hailing app, InTaxi, which provides
advance fare estimates, though it can be slow. You can also call InTaxi directly
(+390832051) to order a car from an operator. The meter starts at €5; the minimum
fare is €10. Culture Hub, a private tour agency in the Centro Storico, rents bicycles for
€15 per day (€30 for electric bikes).

10/07/26, 08:55 36 Hours in Lecce, Italy: Things to Do and See - The New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/07/09/travel/things-to-do-lecce.html 5/20


