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dolce lar niente

Blissful idleness takes an an artful turn in Lecce at La Fiermontina Palazzo Bozzi Corso,
a stunning 1/th-century palazzo in the heart of Italy's Puglia region.

BY ANMETTA NOWOSIELSKA

have a theory about travel. Its not the destination, its the

places you stay that make or break your experience. And if

voure anything like me, once you check into a hotel that
nails the balance between soul-soothing luxury and cultural
immersion, youre hooked for life. Enter La Flermontina
Palazzo Bozzi Corso, the kind of place that sets the bar for all
future hotel stays in the most enriching way possible.

Nestled in Lecces labyrinth ui"::uldm Baroque
alleyways, this 17th-century palazzo is not just somewhere
to Jay your head—its a full-blown experience. The kind that
makes you feel ke you've casually shipped into a Donna
Tartt novel, surrounded by enigmatic art, history-soaked
walls, and just the right amount of modern Italian cool. You
know, elfortless—that thing Italians do so well whale the rest
of us flounder.

Upon approach, the fagade of La Fiermontina Palazeo
Boezl Corso is so unassuming, one almost wonders if you've
stumbled upon the wrong address. You pass through the
grand entrance into a courtyard, where olive trees nod lazily
and art sculptures are sprinkled as if by magic. It feels more
like you're being welcomed into a friend's impossibly chic
country house than checking into a hotel.

Now, let’s talk rooms—or rather, suites. High ceilings,
sunlight that loods mn like a spotlight, and walls lined with
modern art pieces. The spaces are contemporary but with a
reverence for the palazzos historic bones. You'll find marble
and stone archways paired with plush, buttery leather and
minimalist lines. Its the kind of restrained elegance that
would have any minimalist sighing with delight. Theres
a strong chance that you'll end up lyving on your bed just
staring at the ceiling, not because voure tired, but because
its all so. Darn. Gorgeous.

The art collection at Fiermontina Palazzo Boza Corso, a
mesmerizing blend of contemporary visionaries and timeless
sculptural work, is another statement of greatness. The
standout pieces are by Lea Ficca, the Italian sculptor who has
a personal connection to the Fiermonte family. Her work,
such as Maternita, 1s a striking study in form and emotion,
embodying the raw, maternal energy that resonates within
the palazzos historic walls.

Equally captivating are the pieces by Michelangelo

Pistoletto, one of the pioneers of Arte Povera, whose mirror

paintings make you a participant in the art. Venus of the Rags
is an unexpected and brilliant contrast between classical
forms and everyday materials, a theme that teels right at
home in the palazzos blend of antiquity and modernity.
Theres also Leandro Locsin, the Filipino architect and artist
whose abstract sculptures dot the courtyards, adding a
minimalist vet emotional layer to the space. The combination
of these pieces are dazzling, to say the least.

Mornings at the palazzo are something out ofa
toodies fever dream. [don't say this lightly, but breakfast
at Fiermontina is enough to make you reconsider every
breakfast you've ever had. Think: local cheeses, figs that
taste like they were picked moments before being placed on
your plate, honey so fresh, and ricotta so cloud-like, you'll
wonder why anvone would ever choose a cereal over this
local statement of bounty. Also, pro tip: local olive oil? Worth
smuggling home in bulk_And if that wasn't enough, you'll be
living your best dolce vita moment on the |'uul'lup terrace. Its
the kind of place where you sip an Aperol Spritz as the sun
sets over Lecces caramel-colored spires.

The staff here getsit. They're that perfectly elusive balance
ol being at vour beck and call without ever being in your
face. They re experts at subtly dropping recommendations
tor dinner spots, hidden attractions, or where to find the best
gelato, but they Il never overwhelm vou with suggestions.

Ityoure looking for a hotel that blends Lecces rich history
with a modern twist on culture—and does it all with enviable
ease— Flermontina Palazzo Bozzi Corso s it. Its that rare blend
of history, charm. and effortless luxury that turns a trip into

amemory you ll be playing on repeat long after you've left.




