: attltude L

MEws Culbre oy fie Nawsleter




HOHE 3 LIRE 2 LIFE TRAEL

Exploring Morocco's hidden gems:
Attitude’s Travel Editor and his
boyfriend travel to Tangier and

beyond

Gay-owned travel company Inclusive Morocco is blazing a trail in the
Morth African country - where 'lewd acts’ remain illegal but a8 bohemian
queer scena burgeons.

By Markus Bidoaux
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“Before coming o Tangier, one should say goodioss to &l friends — one might
never s&e them agein. Fecple kad come here for a brief holiday, to settle down snd
lat the years go by wrote Truman Capete of how the city on Morocoos northern
coast captivated its foreigm visitors.

Capote surmmered in Tangber in 1945 Still in his twink era at 25 yaars old, he hed
just published his first novel.



In the province of Larache, hidden down a long dirt roed, is La Fliarmonting Ocean
hatel, which has two sister hotels in Eurcpe, and [s owned by & family of ltelian-
Moroccan descent.
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S5 we drive through the gates, there ars row wpon row of olive trees — 1500, in
fact. At the small recepton building, we are enveloped in the scent of rosemary,
onie of the many herbs gensrously planted here.

The reception offers us views of the Atlantic Ocean and the surrounding grean
ralling hills — we are constantly swrprised by how green Morcooo really is.

Each private villa is like a bone cube with a facade of local stones. inside, each suite
is uniguely decorated with retro 19708 furniture and lighting sourced by French
design duo Charles-Fhilippe and Christophe of Laboratoire Deszign, who have
made Morocoo their home.
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The advantepe of using found pieces is that each villa has its own parsonality.
There are no TWE in the rooms, but with penaramic floor-to-cailing sliding qtass
doars to-our patio; the pool, and views of the ocean, who needs a telewsion?

The hotel's general menager drives us ina =4 buggy around the proparty (o the
gerden, whare we try fresh strawberries, then down to the messive expanse of
sand and the besch club.
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‘We then drive out through the gates to the tiny village, whars they have four
additional suites, sach with Moroccan décor. In the village, there is also a spa
whare | enjoy ons of the two white marble steam rocms.

Mext, | have a hammam treatment. | ke ona marble table whilz my whole body s
scrubbed down, leaving my skin feeling smooth and refreshad.

&g night falts, we head to the hotel's restaurant, whers through the huge gless
walls wa spot 'stars’ on the Atlantic waters — these are in fact fishermen’s lanterns,
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The memnu is talian-inspired, and the food is & real treat. In the morning, the
breakfast buffet is small; but the gorgecus pastries prove that quality beats
quantity.

I just 5lx days hers, we have discovared a Morocco that most people are not
aware of. a land that is lush and green, with cities &s colourful 65 its pecpls,

Morocco may not be queer-friendly, but with the help of EI Hammouwmy, we have
felt safe in the knowledge that we would encounter people and places that would
welcome us with cpen arms.

Contect Inelusive Moreceo if you are interested in visiting Morocoo.



