
There are doors that, once crossed,
transport you elsewhere like the
historic workshop of Giuliana Longo,
nestled in the ancient building of the
Scuola Grande di San Teodoro,
established in 1901. It tells the story of a
life devoted to the art of headwear,
which has been used since prehistoric
times for both protection and
decoration.

However, the profession of milliner, as a
recognized craft, truly flourished in the
18th century, with the rise of workshops
dedicated to hat-making.

It all began long ago, when millinery was
a refined and respected art, and hats
were not mere accessories but
symbols of belonging, expressions of
identity, and reflections of eras and
customs. During the Renaissance,
wearing a hat became a mark of
elegance and style, worn by men and
women of every social class.

Within this ancient lineage lies the story
of Giuliana Longo, known as La
Baretera, the traditional Venetian name
for a female hatmaker. One of the last
living guardians of a centuries-old
tradition, gracefully preserved in the
heart of Venice.

Her workshop seems suspended in its
own time. Crossing its threshold means
entering a world where slowness has
value, where choosing a brim or a
crown is accompanied by care,
attentiveness, and deep knowledge of 

the craft and the client. Each hat is
unique: shaped by hand, sewn with
passion and expertise.

Giuliana Longo is more than a milliner:
she is a custodian of Venetian savoir-
faire. In her hands, felt takes shape,
straw becomes light, and ribbon turns
into poetry. Be it a handwoven Panama,
a gondolier’s hat, a theatrical headpiece,
or a bespoke creation, each piece is a
silent story, a breath of history, and the
invisible trace of ancient gestures.

Her material selection is rigorous:
natural fibers, fine fabrics, time honored
tools. Every hat is born from an
encounter between tradition and
innovation, between the face that will
wear it and the artisan’s vision. Nothing
is left to chance. Every fold, every curve,
every stitch is designed to endure, to
express, to stand out.

La Baretera does not merely sell hats:
she invites you to step into a cultural
imagination and discover a craft that
transcends local knowledge. For over
fifty years, she has traveled to Ecuador
to pass on a distinct art form: weaving
and shaping Panama hats. A form of
beauty that resists the rush of time and
the homogenization of style. In every
gesture, she preserves an elegance
that does not seek time it transcends it.

Giuliana Longo’s Beret
When a gesture gives home to a t imeless face


