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A hand bound journal, marbled paper,
suspended colors every  detail
designed to hold traces of life. This is
just one of the infinite possibilities
brought to life by Arzanart.

In the discreet heart of the Castello
district, hidden among shaded
alleyways and glimpses of the lagoon,
the atelier preserves one of the most
delicate and fascinating arts of the
Venetian tradition: paper marbling. A
fluid art, born from the meeting of
pigments and water, where chance
becomes harmony and every sheet is
truly one of akind.

This enchanting and mysterious
technique has its roots in the East
especially in Turkey and arrived in
Venice in the 17th century, thanks to the
strong ties the Serenissima maintained
with the Levant. In this city of
merchants and publishers, it naturally
became part of the local visudl,
decorative, and artisanal culture.

The same technique was often used for
bookbinding, adorning both the inside
and outside covers. The colors are
poured carefully and spread across the
water in fine lines or delicate dots. With
comb like wooden tools, the artisan
draws them out into ordered
compositions that slowly emerge on
the surface.

Historically, Eastern merchants used
this decorated paper to line the boxes
containing their goods, and it was partly

THE MARBLED PAPER BY ARZANART

thanks to this distinctive packaging that
marbled paper made its way to the
West. Today, it is used to bind and
decorate various items from simple
books to handmade earrings, picture
frames, and photo albums.

Here, the work is more than a craft: it is
research, patience, and attentiveness.
With expert hands and loving eyes,
Isabella and Federico transform every
water tray into a universe of dancing
colors. The pigments float, intertwine,
chase one another guided by simple
tools and rare sensitivity. Then the
paper is gently laid, absorbing the
design, and the artwork is born.

Each marbled sheet carries the magic of
the moment it was created. No replica,
no repetition, just the uniqueness of the
act. The colors evoke the marble of
churches, the light reflected on water,
the velvets of palaces. It is Venice,
imprinted in cellulose fibers.

But Arzanart is also about transmission.
Those who enter the atelier are
welcomed, heard, and involved. You can
observe, ask questions even try it
yourself. Because in this space, tradition
isn't locked in a showcase it lives, it
shares, it tells its story. And those who
leave take with them far more than a
handcrafted item: they carry an
authentic fragment of the city, made of
time, care, and passion.



