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This year’s Hot List covers 31 countries from Austria to Uruguay. The 66 hotels

in our final selection were chosen after months of research, starting with

hundreds of suggestions from our correspondents across the globe. Despite the

economic climate there was no shortage of very strong contenders, and we
hope you agree that the final list is extraordinary in its range, from a former
hospital to brand-new urban resorts and country retreats. Take your pick

Middle East, Africa
& Indian Ocean

EGYPT

Villa Belle Epoque, Cairo pl&6

ISRAEL
Mamilla Hotel, Jerusalern pl10
Neve Tzedek Hotel.
Tel Aviv pl86
JORDAN
Evason Ma'ln Hot Spring &
Six Senses Spa pl86
KENYA
Tribe, Naircbi p186
LEBANON

Four Seasons Hotel Beirut p1&3 i

Le Gray, Beirut p188
MALDIVES
Halaveli p188

Shangri-La's Villingili

Resort & Spa plil
MOROCCO
La Mamounia.
Marrekech pl02
SOUTH AFRICA
The Homestead at &Beyond
Phinda Privale Game
Reserve pl10
One&QOnly Cape Town pl&8
Taj Cape Town pl&8
UAE
Qasr Al Sarab Desert Resort,
Abu Dhabi p188

Arkaba Station. South
Australia p120
Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa,
New South Wales pl14

Banyan Tree Hangzhou p190
The Langham Yangtze
Boutique, Shanghai ple0
The Mira Hong Kong p120
The Peninsula Shanghai p112
The Puli Hotel & Spa,
Shanghai p120
The Upper House,
Hong Kong pl192

The Leela Palace Kempinski
Udaipur p192
Nadesar Palace, Varanasi p192
RAAS, Jodhpur pl13
The Serai, Rajasthan pl113
The Trident Bandra Kurla.
Mumbai p192
INDONESI
Alila Villas Uluwatu, Bali p115

Amantaka, Luang Prabang pl2?

Phulay Bay Ritz-Carlton
Reserve, Krabi pl92

The Americas

ARGENTINA
Azur Real Hotel Boutique,
Cdrdoba pl192
CARIBBEAN
Viceroy Anguilla p1o4
CHILE
The Aubrey. Santiago p124
URUGUAY
Estancia Vik José lgnacio p117
Usa
Ames Hotel. Boston pl24
The Betsy, Miami p118
Croshy Street Hotel,
New York pll6
The Mark, New York p124
The Pierre, New York pl@5
The Ritz-Carlton
Highlands, Lake Tahoe,
California pl85
The Standard, New York pl119

& Caribbean

UK, Europe &
The Russian Federation

AUSTRIA
Aurelio Lech p195
BELGIUM

Odelte en Ville, Brussels p195

CZECH REPUBLIC
The Augustine, Pragus pl95
FRANCE
Grand-Hétel du Cap-Ferrat,
Céte dAzur p123
Hétel Jules, Paris pl95
Le Kube, St Tropez p126
GERMANY
Casa Camper, Berlin pl26
Ketschauer Hof,
Deidesheim plSo
GREECE
Poseidonion Grace,
Spetses pl21
ITALY
Castel Monaslero,
Tuscany pl20
Centurion Palace, Venice pl21
Palazzina Grassi, Venice pl95
Hotel Romeo, Naples plS6
Il Salviatino, Fiesole p197
Verdura Golf & Spa Resort,
Sicily p197
RUSSIA
Barvikha Hotel & Spa,
Moscow p197

SPAIN
Mandarin Oriental,
Barcelona pl22
W Barcelona pl97
SWEDEN
Hotel Skeppsholmen,
Stockholm pl97
UK
Blythswood Square Hotel,
Glasgow pl98
Boundary, London p122
The Fitzwilliam Hotel
Belfast p198
Lime Wood. Hampshire pl28
Hotel Missoni,
Edinburgh pl39
The Scarlet, Cornwall p199

MAPS KIUSTINA TERRIS

For reviews of the hotels not in the pages immediately following, turn to page 186
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The Tuscan walled-village-as-hotel
comes of age with Castel Monastero,
the first such idyll to feature the
sort of luxury facilities and service
associated with urban five-stars.
Set in the vineyards and chestnut
groves of the Ombrone Valley, east
of Siena, the hotel occupies an
11th-century borgo (walled hamlet)
which has been both castle and
monastery in the past - hence the
name, The hotel made much of

Gardun Ramsay's appointment

as its culinary consultant, but

head chef Alessandro Delfanti
holds the fort, turning out refined
versions of Tuscan classics. The

76 rooms and suites are scattered
around the property in a series

of colour-coded contrade (districts).
Guests looking for a village vibe
will choose one of the historic,
wood-beamed rooms surrounding
the castle courtyard; honeymooners

and those in search of seclusion
may be tempted by one of the
stand-alone cottages in the
grounds, or the two-storey villa
which comes with a butler. The
warm, masculine decar is by
Milan-based US designer Eric Egan,
while the huge spa - with two
indoor pools - uses products by the
London company Urban Retreat.
This is a very convincing packaging
of the Tuscan dream, and just what

one would expect of its developer,
Forte Village, the company behind
the award-winning Sardinian
seaside resort for families.

WHEN TO GO Summer, although
the spa and heated outdoor pool
make this a year-round option.
ROOM TO BOOK Roomy Classics:
and Deluxes with courtyard views
can be good value out of season.
00 39 0577 570001; www.castel
monastero.com. Doubles from €385



