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Recommendations

Key stops -

e Two quintessential Baroque structures occupy Lecce’s most majestic square, Piazza
del Duomo: a former religious seminary and the city’s cathedral, known as the
Duomo, whose bell tower offers magnificent views.

e Two family-owned art museums, the Fiermonte Museum and Fondazione Biscozzi
Rimbaud, house 20th-century paintings and sculptures by noted European artists.

e |ecce’s award-winning cocktail temple, Quanto Basta, mixes beguiling drinks from
unexpected ingredients and serves them at rows of outdoor tables.
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3 p.m. Tour the museums

Family-owned art museums have been popping up in the northern Centro
Storico. Opened in 2018, Fondazione Biscozzi Rimbaud (€8 admission)
features postwar abstract art by the likes of the German-born painter
Josef Albers, a key Bauhaus figure, along with Italian pioneers like Alberto
Burri, a founder of the Arte Povera movement. (Unrelated to cucina
povera, this movement began in northern Italy in the 1960s and
championed the use of discarded fabrics, scrap metal and other detritus in
sculptures, installations and additional art forms.) Nearby, the two-year-
old Fiermonte Museum (€10) showcases prewar and midcentury works by
the Puglia-born artist Antonia Fiermonte and her two successive French
husbands, René Letourneur and Jacques Zwobada, important members of
the Paris art scene who were known for their powerful, poetic sculptures.
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